Success in Showmanship

(as published in The Journal)

by Natalie Roberts
As a small child I sat and listened to my brothers being coached, trying to mimic everything that I heard.  When we went to horse shows I would pick out the person that I thought was the best and watched them intensely. Later I would go home and try to copy their style and mannerisms.  

See, I am the youngest child in my family and my deepest wish was to excessively beat my brothers in the show ring.  At age 11 I got my wish!  I entered the 12 and under class and was excused by the judge, they told me I was in the wrong class and said for me to go in the older division.  Not knowing what to say I left the arena.  My mother was standing near the gate and I immediately told her that I couldn’t possibly be able to compete against my brothers!  She told me not to worry about it and just to do my best; they won’t tease you if you don’t win.  There were 14 kids in the class and my brothers and I took 1st, 2nd, and 3rd.  That was the first of many times that they fell behind me!

Since then I have won numerous showmanship from Kentucky High Point Showmanship, Kentucky 4-H Champion (Hunter and Western Divisions) to over 20 National Champion titles.  Through all of this I have learned that know matter how hard I try to achieve perfection my horse can always mess me up!  Or I at least that is what I say, but Mom tells me that the horse is just reacting from my mistakes.
I have written out a few tips that I use and that I recommend to others to always do, never do, and some things that I have learned for myself and that judges have told me they look for.

Showmanship is a series of precise maneuvers with great attention paid to minute details.  “Making mountains out of mole hills” is a proper showmanship attitude.

· Always have your horse incredibly clean and groomed to perfection. I literally mean have every hair in place

· When it comes to hair length on a horse, less is always better.  Thin or pull the mane and shorten it above the point of the shoulder.  No frizzyness adds for a cleaner look.  Of course proper nutrition and conditioning goes a long way to give a correct appearance.

I am sure that everyone is familiar with the official rules (if not call the main headquarters and request one), but here are a few unwritten rules…

· Be alert and pay attention to the judge and your horse at all times

· Strive for a four (4) second set up.  This is the optimal time for positioning or setting up your horse for judge inspection.

· When moving around your horse be clean, quick, and level.  This is not a dance class, NEVER do the dip!!!

· Never turn away from your horse, always turn into him, when doing a sharp 90, a 180, or 360° turn.
· Make sure that you keep a straight line from the judge to the line up when trotting away from the judge.

· Never stop showing! This means from the line up entering the arena until the completion of the class.
Always make a clean and neat appearance.  Girls, please make sure your hair is put up and secured with no fly-aways.  Keep makeup subtle and don’t over due it. This is not a runway show.  Guys make sure your hair is neatly combed and clean shaven (if necessary). 

· Always wear a hat and gloves

· Be sure to stick with one style.  For example, don’t wear jodphur pants with western boots.

· A shirt or vest is acceptable but a show jacket or riding habit is recommended (suite, blazer, riding habit or sport coat for males).  

Also, remember that the judges are people too and it is very courteous to speak to them.  A good morning or good afternoon is greatly appreciated.  Be respectful and polite.


While trying to remember all these things, plus your pattern, remember to SMILE and HAVE FUN!

*Note if your horse misbehaves in the arena or something unplanned happens, handle it calmly and maturely, and continue as if nothing happened.  Training is to be kept at home and accidents do happen.
