“The Judge Asks Youth: Are You Ready?”
By Curt Summers, who is a carded judge with the American Miniature Horse Association, the American Miniature Horse Registry, the American Buckskin Registry Association, the International Buckskin Horse Association, the Pinto Horse Association, the Pony of America Club, the National Quarter Pony Association, and the Illinois State Stock Horse Association.

Curt Summers gives us his viewpoints on what he is looking for in the show ring.


Mr. Summers has judged such major shows as the American Miniature Horse Association World Show, The American Buckskin Registry Congress, the POA International, and the Florida, West Virginia, New Mexico, Illinois, Missouri, North Dakota, and Kentucky State Fairs.  Working with youth comes east for him since his primary occupation is teaching elementary physical education to over 900 children per week.

Even athletes with so-called “natural talent” have to practice to be able to perform.  For instance, a baseball player batting a ball has to know the proper stance, the proper handset on the bat, be able to know when to swing and when not to swing, and most importantly, he must be able to connect the bat with the ball!  Connect is a key issue here.  Likewise, a horse and exhibitor must connect.  The Connection must be made long before the exhibitor enters the arena.  WORK is done at home until mastered.

A wealth of information can be gained by watching at a show.  First of all, not everyone is suited to all events.  Some may enjoy halter and showmanship.  Others may find jumping and obstacle events more exciting.  Whatever classes one might be interested in, the horse also has to be suited for that class.  A knowledgeable horse person should be contacted to guide you as far as finding the proper horse for the task you are committed to.  Professionals also give lessons that are well worth the expense.  Their expertise can mean the difference in whether you are prepared and READY to show.  Like everything else in this world, practice pays off… PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE.  Besides watching at a show, read every equine magazine article available to you; visit a library and go through their vast assortment of books.  Become horse literate, know the parts of the horse, know proper nutrition for the horse, and know how to care for their health, their hooves and their heart.
Attire for the horse and rider goes along with being prepared.  Neat and clean fitting clothing is always your best bet.  Sequins and sparkles do not catch my eye; what does catch my eye is a shirttail hanging out, hair stringing down, a poorly formed hat, etc.  The horses’ equipment neat not to have silver all over it; more importantly, it should be clean and properly fitted to the horse.

Physical preparation of the horse is very important.  If you notice while observing horses in the arena at the show, the bridle path, muzzle, ears, eyes and fetlocks are all closely clipped.  The mane and tail should be clean and flowing.  The horse needs to be presented as neat, clean and well-groomed.  Just as the exhibitor takes the time to “primp” for the judge, the horse must also be primped!

I have judged many 4-H and youth shows and observed “trainers” working the horse before the exhibitor comes into the ring with that particular horse.  I do not advocate this type of practice and do not wish to convey in this message that someone else “ready” your horse.

Go find an experienced horseperson, learn from that person, and then apply what you have learned.  When you have mastered the process, you are then ready for ring experience.  There are so many little things you learn just by doing, for instance, learning how to space yourself in a class.  Whether it be a small or large class, or it be getting away from an unruly horse, this comes with experience.  You and your horse have to learn to work as one; that is what makes for a winning combination!

